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MEDIA RELEASE / STATEMENT

21 March 2013
Join Jackson Bird in taking the Pledge to stop racism 
The Tasmanian Anti-Discrimination Commissioner has urged all Tasmanians to play a role in eliminating racism in Tasmania.  Speaking on International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (Harmony Day)—21 March 2013—Ms Banks said that it was up to all Tasmanians to work together to promote racial diversity and inclusion.

‘Harmony Day is a day in which we get together to celebrate our multi-cultural heritage and the diversity of people now living in the State’, Ms Banks said.  ‘There is, however, another important message that we should not lose sight of on this day.  Harmony Day marks the International Day for the Elimination of Racism, a day to examine what we can do to challenge racism and remove discrimination, bullying and harassment on the basis of race’.

‘As Tasmania embarks on building closer economic ties with the Asian region, it is important that we can showcase ourselves to the world as an inclusive, welcoming and respectful community’, Ms Banks said.
The Office of the Anti-Discrimination Commissioner is co-hosting a morning tea with a number of organisations, including sporting groups, from 11:00 am on 21 March at the International Wall of Friendship, 188 Collins Street in Hobart.  Participants will be asked to pledge that ‘racism stops with me’.  They will be led in the pledge by Australian Test and Tasmanian First Class Cricketer, Jackson Bird.  Everyone taking the pledge will take away a momento to remind them of their pledge.

The Commissioner highlighted the fact that the UN had chosen the theme of racism in sport for 2013 to promote the role that sport plays for so many in our community and that it can play in combating racism and racial discrimination. It also reminds us of ongoing unacceptable behaviour in sport that can and does discourage people from getting involved.  
Ms Banks welcomed the involvement of sporting organisations in helping to end racism.  ‘Sport and Recreation Tasmania has taken a strong role in encouraging all sporting codes to be inclusive, safe and fair through their involvement in the Play by the Rules campaign and this has resulted in more awareness about the role sport can play in bringing people of all backgrounds together’, Ms Banks said.
Ms Banks also commended sporting codes on their work to challenge racism.  ‘Football has come a long way since the 1990s when Nicky Winmar defiantly reacted to overt crowd racism by lifting his jumper to the crowd and Michael Long made the first official complaint to the AFL about racist treatment.  Now sporting identities such as the AFL’s Adam Goodes, and Australian Cricket Captain, Michael Clarke, are spreading the message that racism is not okay.’

‘Today is a chance to celebrate how far we’ve come and identify the work still to be done to ensure that every Australian understands that there is no room in our society for racism.’
The Commissioner invited all Tasmanians to help give racism and intolerance the ‘red card’ for good.  ‘I encourage anyone who witnesses racist behaviour to make a report to me’, she said. ‘That way we can work together to counteract racism wherever it occurs.’
